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Happy People, Rejoice!
(Matt 5:1-12)

All people hope to be happy. There is no exception conceming
this fact. We live our life by doing our best in order to be better
today than vesterday, and today better than tomorrow.

Moses said that there would be happiness and joy if we worship
and serve God. David himself called God as his ‘paradise’, and said
that he served God with jov.

The Bible says that if we follow Jesus Christ, that will be the
greatest of happiness and joy, incomparable to anything else. For a
few hours before Jesus was crucified, the vocabulary that Jesus
Christ mostly mentioned was ‘pleasure, and he promised us ‘the
pleasure in my mind fill your mind in abundance.”

In the text, Jesus savs, “Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in
heaven.”

1. The condition of joy

We cannot experience real happiness and jov with worldly things. Yet, most
people think that their happiness is to eat nutritious food, to wear nice clothes, and
to drive a nice car.

However, Jesus says, “The poor in spirit, those who moum, the meek, those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the
peacemakers, and those who are persecuted because of righteousness are happy
and glad.

The word that Jesus used, ‘blessing” means ‘makarios’ in Greek. But this word
does not refer to the blessings for the people, but instead, the happiness for God.

The Beatitudes ultimately mean the life and nature of Jesus Christ. Accordingly,
many theologians say that the Beatitudes refer to “the portrait of Jesus Christ.”
Jesus in the Beatitudes says, ‘I hope you all more enjoy the happiness that |
enjoy.” What does this mean? It means that we must change our view of life, our
values of life, and our view of the world. There must be a new life that we pursue.

2. Rejoice and be glad!

The reason why the saints must rejoice and be glad is that our reward in
heaven is great. Moreover, if we live the life of the Beatitudes, we can join the
ranks of prophets.

The prophet in the midst of prophets is Jesus Christ. Those who will stand on
the ranks of prophets are the Christians who every day realize the life of the
Beatitudes and take after Jesus.

My beloved Christians!

| hope the fragrance of Jesus Christ spreads in our smile, even in our tears. We
are not the possession of ourselves, but we should verify happiness as an existence
of our true selves. By not taking after the worldly things but Jesus Christ, and by
looking at the reward in heaven, | eamestly pray that all of us will rejoice and be
glad.
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