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Do Not Swear An Oath At All!
(Matt.5:33-37)

We cannot help to do such things like swearing oaths while living our life
in this world. However, Jesus tells us that we must not swear an oath at all.
Through this text, what does He teach us conceming a promise or oath?

1. Must keep what you have sworn as an oath!

If you swear an oath and do not keep it, you will keep a false oath.
Moreover, if the oath that you have swom in God's name is a false oath,
that will bring disgrace upon the name of God.

The third commandment is, "You shall not take the name of the Lord in
vain." Not to take the name of the Lord in vain." means "Do not swear an
oath upon the name of God."

In the Old Testament, the oath that the people had swom put full confidence upon the
name of God, because they were afraid of the Lord.

2. Be careful of what you swear as an oath!

At the time of Jesus Christ, the Pharisees and tax collectors abused their making of an
oath too much. It was simply customary for them to swear an oath. Whenever they swore
an oath, they always mentioned God's name. Finally, because of their oath they brought
disgrace upon the name of God, and God's glory was left in the shadow. That's why Jesus
emphasized strongly to not swear an oath at all: by heaven, or by the earth, or by your
head (w. 34-36). And He told us to not swear an oath at all. If you make a false oath,
you should rather not make one at all. Don't abuse God's name for your own means.

3. Answer 'yes' or 'no

Jesus explained, when God's children reply, all you need to say is simply, 'ves' or no'. If
you add and delete something to that, the basis has already gone wrong, and anything
beyond this comes from the evil one (37).

Since Jesus' teaching that is given to us here is clear, He said that we must live our life
with a transparent personality and honesty without hiding behind oaths. In other words, if |
say yes or no, in order that the other person can rely on what I say, I should be a reliable
and honest person.

Pastor Max Rukeido makes us think many things in the following passage, "We want to
have a good feeling towards our boss. So, we flatter him. We call it 'lubricant. But God
calls it a lie. We want to be praised by people. That's why we exaggerate our story. We say
that’s for 'a dramatic effect. But God speaks of it as ‘a lie'. We want to be respected by
people. That's why we owe to someone debis that we cannot manage to pay off and we
live in an undeserved house. We say that’s ‘success.’

But God says that it is a false life."

My beloved Christians!

If we swear an oath with God's name, we must keep it as long as we give our lives. The
most important thing is that when we say ves or no, we must be a reliable and honest
Christian for other people to rely on. Therefore, by giving glory to God, and being able to
fulfill the role of being the light and salt in a dark and comupted world, [ sincerely pray that
all of us will be the precious people of the Lord.
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