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The Generation of which They do not Dance nor Mourn

uheA 2ap
(dg el o)

(Matt. 11:16-19)

“This generation”(v. 16) that was mentioned by Jesus in this text
was the age of John the Baptist, and Jesus’ mission. Jesus compared
this generation to the tendency to be indifferent and aggressive, “They
are like children sitting in the market places and calling out to others:
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge,
and you did not mourn.”

1. The meaning of playing the flute and singing

At the age of Jesus, there weren't instruments for children. That's
why they danced to a person’s playing the flute at a feast, and followed
a singer at a funeral ceremony.

We now live in the midst of a very indifferent generation. By the
way, it was not so much different from Jesus time. Jesus compared

children’s play to not dancing to the flute, and not mourning at a funeral
ceremony, in order to explain the indifference of a generation’s tendency.

2. The aggressive time for destruction over indifference

The other tendency of Jesus time was that people indulged in attacks in order
to destroy the insensibility and indifference. Even though John the Baptist cried
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out for repentance in the Desert of Judea, the Jews
were indifferent from his shouting. Moreover, they
said that he who was neither eating nor drinking
had a demon, and they attacked and laughed at
him. Meanwhile, they criticized Him for eating and
drinking toward Jesus who spread the good news
of salvation and healed the sick, shared fellowship
with people at the table. If they criticized John
the Baptist who seemed to be a recluse, they
liked Jesus who was close to people. But just as
they criticized this or that, they only did criticism
habitually.

3. The meaning of the kingdom of heaven
would have been forcefully advancing

“From the days of John the Baptist until
now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcibly
advancing and forceful men lay hold of it” (Matt.
11:12).

This verse means that only when Jesus who
is the owner of salvation opens the door of the
heaven. We can enter the kingdom of heaven, but
those who love salvation must strongly knock on
the door of heaven, and they, even the last men,
will be received by Jesus.

Therefore, we must not be indifferent from
salvation. Furthermore, we must enjoy and witness

the kingdom of heaven in the world.

My beloved Christians,

We should block out the tendency of the age about indifference and
insensibility, and just morn and laugh with Jesus. By forcefully knocking the door

ZIGHA]

of heaven, [ sincerely pray that you will become God’s people and win a victory in
the name of Jesus Christ.
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