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The Heaven Seen On the Earth
(Matt.17:1-13)

In the text, it is written that the body of Jesus climbed up a mountain
shined with glory and transfigured before his disciples, appearing Moses
and Elijah talking with Jesus (v.1). The reason why Matthew said that this
incidence was clearly written at the sixth day after Peter was rebuked by Jesus
emphasizes that it was a real incident.

The moment that Peter, John and James saw heaven seen from the ground
and is an extraordinary incident.

1. The indescribable glory of the Kingdom of heaven is
waiting for us

“There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and
his clothes became as white as the light” (v. 2).

[t means that the word, transfiguration has completely changed in another
dimension. The appearance of Jesus on the high mountain was a moment of resurrection.
Since Jesus appeared very glorious, His face shone like the sun. Just as Jesus rose from the
dead with the glorious appearance, so we also will have
risen from death.

Human beings die without exception but Christians
death was not the end. Upon dying, we will wear the
body of resurrection. We, for a while, will live in this
world and all of us will pass through the gate of death.
From the moment when we pass the gate of death, we
cannot imagine how wonderful and glorious time we
have to stay in God's Kingdom, and we cannot say how
happily we enjoy the eternal happiness and comfort, the
body of resurrection that we receive, righteous clothes,
when Jesus will come again.

=

2. We will meet all Christians

“Just then there appeared before them Moses and
Elijah, talking with Jesus™ (v. 3).

Jesus talked with Moses and Elijah on the high
mountains. The salvation work of Jesus’ cross was
to accomplish the law. So there appeared Moses who
received the law from God.

And then biblical scholars believed that Elijah did
not experience death but he ascended into the heaven
on a chariot of fire, and he would come to the earth
again and prepare a road for Jesus. In this sense, there
appeared Elijah with Moses before Jesus at that time.

3. For a time we should still live on the

earth

Peter who saw Jesus’ figuration on the high mountain said that he would build three
shelters and live there (v. 4). The kingdom of heaven that we enter is very good place
beyond words. It is the place where Jesus wipes our eyes. There are no more sickness,
agedness, and farewell. However, we should still live on the earth, until our time comes.
Peter also must had come to the earth where there are many works to do in the world.

My beloved Christians,

Like Jesus' disciples who wanted to stay on the mountain but should go down the
mountain, we must go out the church, and bear the role of light and salt. For the glory of
the kingdom of heaven to come, I sincerely pray that you will have victory every day in the
name of Jesus Christ.
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